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August 11, 2008

Dear Reader:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is pleased to present you with a copy of the Hanford Reach National

Monument Final Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (CCP).  This CCP is

the culmination of years of work by FWS staff, the Monument Federal Advisory Committee, cooperating agencies,

consulting governments, and the public.  We believe we have a strong management plan for the Monument, one

that protects the outstanding resources we currently have, restores those that have been damaged, and provides you

the opportunity to enjoy your national monument.

The FWS would like to thank you for your assistance and interest in the CCP process.  The final CCP was shaped

through your help and public comments, both leading up to the draft CCP and during the public comment period.

We believe development of this CCP has been a community effort and that the selected Preferred Alternative, C-1,

reflects this.  For example, public comments accurately pointed out how closing the White Bluffs Boat Launch

would discriminate against boaters that did not own a jetboat; the Preferred Alternative was designed to leave the

boat launch open while still addressing issues related to the site.  This is but one example of how you and others

influenced the design and selection of a Preferred Alternative.

The FWS must now wait at least 30 days prior to signing a Record of Decision (ROD) on this CCP.  While the

Preferred Alternative reflects the recommendations of the FWS, the final management direction will not be set

until the ROD is signed.

This CCP/EIS is the first step in planning for the Monument.  Over time, the FWS will develop finely detailed

“step-down” plans for specific activities related to resource protection and public use.  For example, the Habitat

Management Plan will provide details on everything from areas targeted for restoration to protection mechanisms

for specific habitat(s) supporting sensitive wildlife species.

Creating this management plan has been a team effort, involving everyone who treasures the Hanford Reach

National Monument.  We thank you for your efforts in getting us to this point.  If you have any problems in

accessing the CCP/EIS, have any questions regarding its content, or need clarification with anything in this letter,

please do not hesitate to contact us at (509) 546-8300 or hanfordreach@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Greg M. Hughes, Project Leader

Mid-Columbia River National Wildlife Refuge Complex
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